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EN GARDE! A FAPA PUBLICATION FRACTIONAL NUMBER XVII;iI.

Mustered With Malign Machination
By AL (abysmal) ASHLEY of

i .

o]

643 South Bilxel Street,

T
1Ak (AL

Los Angeles 14, Californls

SPECIAL PACIFICON COMBOZINE ISSUE.

YE LYSTTE OF LARGESSE

TC YOUR EVERLASTING DISMAY you are now viewlng Page 1.
ARCHAEOLOGICAL DABBLING by Al Ashisy begins on Page 2,
LC.IN BRAZIER brings & tale of negatlon startling on Page 4.
RAY BRADBURY wrote years ago what appears on Page 6.

T'It SOVER plcture 1is by speclal arrangement, and suggestis a good
lozation for next year's Conventlon, Since the first Conventlion,
the trend has been ever Westward., Why should we break with
tradltion now?

Thegestencilsarsbeingcutfourdaysbeforetheconventionohwhydidwewalt??
INTRODUCING EN GARDE

En Garde 1s published for the Fantasy Amateur Press Assocla-
tion (FAPA). It appears guarterly, and the first issue came out lin
the Spring of 1942, That first issue had the same number of pages
as this one, but since then it has grown until it averages twenty
or more pages. The last issue was the Fourth aAnnlversary Number and
contained thirty-nine pages. The covers have a printed heading and
an airbrushed picture 1n two or more colors, Whlle the materlal
will always be partly the efforts of the editor, many leading pro-
fessional and fan names are represernted each issue, The contents
range from fan nonesense to more or less abstruse articles, and 1s
at all times selected according to the passing whims of the editor,
and the availabillity of material. This issue wlll be 1ncorporated
in the Psacificon Combozine, and wlll be circulated separatsly in
the Summer 1946 FAPA Malling, partly becasuse the regular issue for
that Malling has been delayed and must be postmalled later,

May your attendance at the Pacificon be fullsome & satisfying!
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FORGOTTZN FANTASIES
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EDITOR'S NOTE:  Time-Travel offers sundry rewards, Going
back into the past of fifty or sixty years ago proves
especlally worthwhile to the would-be compounder ct =
fanzine column, The magazines of that bygone day were
laden with iltems of singular strangeness and fantaatic
quality, Forgotten Fantasles has developed into quiie

a regular feature of En Garde,

"GOOD FOR WEAK LUNGS,., Monte Cristo Whisky. The best produced.
75 cents and $1 per bottle."

----- Judge, January 19, 1889, (Adv.)

({Without doubt you've heard of inhaling the stuff) Ah, them
were the good ol' days.))

"PIMPLES, BLACKHEADS AND FLESH WORMS, 'Medlicated Cream' is the
Only Known harmless pleasant and absolutely SURE and infalllble cure,
it beautliflies the complexion as nothinﬁ else In the world can, ren-
dsering it Clear, Falr and TRANSPARENT,

————— The Golden Argosy, Oct. 29, 1887. (Adv,)

({Do you too experilence that "crawling feeling"? Do your
friends call you Worm Bait? Are the skull-orchard boys rushing you?
Curb their impatience with a jar of this oream, Become transparent.
The lost secrst 1s now yours. Be an Invisible Man and slude them.)})

"SHALL WE TRAVEL UNDER WATER? Some weeks ago the Argosy
printed a note concerning the plan of sending passengers to Europe
in a pneumatic tube lald under the ocean, and herewith we append
an interview obtalned by a reporter of the New York Tribune with
the origlnator of the 1desa.

When asked how the tube could be lald
under the ocean, the reply was very frankly made: 'That 1s, in fact,
the only thing in the whole project that staggers sclentiflc men,

In laying our hollow cable or tube we must provide against the broak-
age of it. I purpose having the outside made of wire, with the Iin-
tarstices filled with gum; then, inslde of the wire, iron and a
lining of stesel., We would need new appliances and machinery spocially
adapted for weaving the wire, I think the tube or hollow cable
ghould be made as it 1is lald-=-=that of course will be an elaborate
and tedious process. We must lay it from a vessel larger than the
Great Eastern, I am afraid the Great Eastern would acarcely dc:u.'“ﬂTh .
a
would be the shape of the conveyance?' pursued the reporter.
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"It would be like the projectile of a dynamite gun, and have
wheels all round so as to reduce the friction to the smallest pos-
slble degree. The seats would be arranged so that the passengers
would slt tandem--~or they might 1lle down'

'You say a speed of one
thousand miles an hour could be attalned!!

'Yes., That 18 as fast as
the rate at which the earth turns on its axis,'

'"Then would not
that result ln your projectile coming to a dead stop If i1t moved in
a direction contrary to the earth's revolution?'

'Well--I~-ghe-yes,
certalnly it looks like that: but that'll be all right.’ '
Would
this way of travelling be safe?’

'Precautions will be taken to se-
cure ilte safety, There mlght be some danger of the conveyance or
rrojJectlle golng off at a tangent when it reached the end of the
tube; but it wlll be shot right up & grooved incline, and slow up
and stop. But before anyone goes through I'll make trilal trips with
dogs and such, and if they come out I'll venture the passage myself,
No one will make it t111 I have first done so',"

————— The Golden Argosy,100t. 15, 1887.

((A brave and imsginative inventor! But apparently the dirty
financiers failed to finance him, and the scientlflic men were too
sbaggered to flgure out the detalls for him. Such 18 the usual
fate of "genius"l})

"SHIRTS BY MAIL. Perfect fitting White Dress Shirts for 60
cents, unlaundried, or 75 cents, laundried, postpaid."
————— The Golden Argosy, Oct, 15, 1887. (Adv)

{(There you are., We were born sixty years too latel})

"A NEW TOY! The Cutest thing for & Whistle ever invented, Blow
in the mouth-plece and a high-bred Shanghsal Rooster pops up hls
head and Crows, and then drops down out of sight."

————— The Golden Argosy, Oct., 15, 1887 (Aadv)

{( Wonder if he wears red pants!))

"Railroad accldents appear to incresse 1n frequency and horror
with each succeeding year., Among the recent rallway inventions
which have attracted speclial attentlon, 1s what la termed the
snchor brake, to be used in cases of emergency. The plan involved
in this case i1s that of having an anchor drop from the rear end of
a train and engage with the tles, By having a good long spring to
ease the shoeck when the anchor came to a bearing, a train might
easlly be brought to a stop within flfteen or twenty feeﬁ from an
ordinary passenger speed, if something did not give way.

~w~wsThe Golden Argosy, Nov. 12, 1887.

((Fling out the anchor, brakeman, yon bridge is washed outl))
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Ten yoars later hies ocollege eleaned house and destroyed all

the accumulated rzcords. The books he had written his name in fin-
ally had been worn out and burned,

Twenty years later the 0ld man of Fandcem; at the Chi- = Ty

rose and apoke briefliy on the nhilosurhy ol Fandem, 35ave 3
name was mentloned orsad in a cungecsaiion witl oo oaew T = i
0ld man of Fandom had finlishsd %3 32dareazs, Trhatc ¥es b Zas L0

Steve Mallon's name was ever gno S H haetalie (R ot gl
when the o0ld man of Fandm died five years later Trie meagsr
effects were examined, Steva sl ia’c three roger of NBELEOY 00

holding the essence of Fandum wiirz 1aricd »u%h Lhe il 51422071795,
among which was the first 183us ¢f TRG rare aAlTAZY o Y5

the whole lot found its way 1nuo a p.pcr wnd rag deaioer n rand
Three months later "A Pervading Philoscrhy of Faandom® by Ze3ve Male
lon had been bleached, washed, and shreaded theh pressed and rul-
led Into wrappling paper,

For a brief moment twenty-seven years later his name flashed
across the mind of a dying girl, as tho events of her Jjive il
through her mind in. a few swirt gsconds. That was the lLagi Jhiwve
Mallon was ever thought of in the wouria of mano

A fire in the courthouse of a small town In the mid-w=at de~
gstroyed the records of hia birth. He was never bapitized Tnoere were
no church records,

In the third world war that began in 1972 withcun warring, the
ad Jutant general's files at Vaagrirgiom were somelere'r Jde ~voyed by
a forty~-ton rocket that fell &i.er che malaur,

In 1972, the same ysar. ap ir ix ! d:weﬂ+ againsdele degad
world, an unprecedeated 20108 wave w2l dowa Trow L on ¢ . Tyee
gue of the Poler mags res:hed Jown 2weX tae Smel.l G8lens

Steve Mallon had been given a ruae grave

The cold mass lingsred, The island had never feli cold before.
The natives, long sincse deserted hy whlte man. nuddled i 2rads
shelters, their skins bare gnd exposed to tae wlniery ple ety

A native built a fire »f wond to keep himselfl warn, He aucceed
ad temporarily by burning *he oldl vhi%e cvoagare ztolen Trul i
taboo place where the mounds ¢f the daad waro,

A cross had & name Stewe Mallon, mat the flames 120rec aacross

1t, Letter by letter the nan: Mlacioned, caelme TLEDY Mwas 08
blackened once again,

~5ighs yeara after rmeve Mal~

And in that instant---only 0 ¢
Clhi uhb e8-Lnm o e

lon's death---his life perislicd

HE e+

\v

But for thisssess
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THE MATHEMATICON
By Ray Bradbury.
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The time has come, my fan club told me the other day as we met
furtively in the shadow of a soapbox, for me to gquit blowing bubbles
in ny opium plipe and start my third thesaurus of thwarted theories
and Just piain stuff,

At first I contemplated the oyster as a fit
subject for my thesls but since the Decency League considers that s
raw subject I shall not stew about it.

I shall dwell for a time on
the stars and Earth. I have before me a copy of &4 STAR IS BORN by
Nova (O~ga, prominent author of THE LOVE LIFE OF THE CLAM or HOW TO
KEEP IfOUR TRAP SHUT. Cesa says, "Have you a large globe in your
library?" Now, does he mean our fishbowl or the electric buldb in our
mystic east, or Chandu-lier, I ask you? Of course he couldn't mean
that balloon~faced Barsoomlan what's been plcketing me for 7 days
in ay library, with a bundle of burning TNT in one hand, singing
"Hallelujah, I'm a Bombl"

To our amazemcent Casa explains he means
the glote of the Earth we have gettlng on our table. Now we are ask-
cd 2 iaagine we are infinltesimal creatures on the face of that
glows, I tried this the other nlght and succeeded only in gettlng a
dull .:.cadache and I sprained my neck trying to balance on the darned
thing, not to mention waking the people downstalrs.

Look up in the
sky--~QUICK! If you are in the house you may see a little dlaper in-
stead of the little dipper overhead so we shall solve this problen
by atepping out onto the balcony---1f you happen to have one---other-
wise, I am bound to think, it would be rather silly stepping out
the window, wouldn't 1t?

Well, herse we are now---outside at last.
Did you bring a blowtorech with you to read by? If you haven't a
blowtoreh bring a candle. But be careful not to breathe too harshly
while you read this article or you will blow out your candle. Better
8t1l1l, don't breathe at all, Of course, when the dawn comes tomorrow
morning you will make rather an oddlooking corpse, lying on your
back in the bushes with a candle in one hand and this thesis 1ln the
other, and your face all blue; so I think you have held your breath
long enough,...e.exhalel

Well, your candle has fluttered out, so we
shall have to read by moonlight, As you see, the moon ia out tonlght.
Walt a minutel If the moon is out, then 1t can't be lit---can 1it?
If a candle is out then 1t is not glowing-=-=1is 1t? And yet we say
the Moon is out when it's in,

Getting back to the Moon-~~tonight

we £hall view a rare phenomenon: The Moon is being eclipsed.



